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 Continuing with the Column tear down series this time we have a Classic ’79 Corvette 
(in basic black (☺) there are a few extra tools you need to service these type of columns other 
than your standard kit; an Allen wrench set and a set 5/16ths set screw between ½ to ¾ of an 
inch long.  (I have tried to use a cut off bolt (with a slot cut into it) before but could not 
tighten it enough to lock the telescope shaft.   
 

 
Nice car just missing the Bikini Clad Beauty 
for the hood ornament (and keys). 

 
Note the missing horn pad 

 
Close up of housing note the odd center-
piece; to start with we need to disconnect the 
battery. 

 
Notice the long housing of the column and 
the oversized cup near the steering wheel. 

 
Remove the 3 screws that hold the horn switch in 
place these are very long on this vehicle. 

 
This is the telescoping lock lever note the 2 screws 
this allows you to adjust the tension as the column 
wears (mark where the screws are so you can put 
them back where they are). 



 
Note the amount of travel on the locking lever. 

 
Remove the 2 short Phillips and unscrew the 
center bolt sometimes this is rusted in use a 
Large Phillips (at least a #3 or if you have it a 
#4) 

 
Notice the length of the locking bolt (don’t 
lose this; a regular bolt will not work 
properly). 

 
This is a standard bolt pattern for GMC you 
can use your regular puller for it.  A lot of 
these older cars have a custom steering wheel 
with a 3 bolt system and need a different type 
of puller to remove. 

 
Steering wheel puller in service. 

 
Notice the broken plastic (I believe this is a 
shield to keep the telescoping spring aligned).  
Replace if you can. 
 
 
 



 
Picture of Telescoping Spring. 

 
Spacers on wheel (make sure you put these 
back for the Telescoping feature to operate. 

 
Old and Brittle these are usually broken when 
you go to service the column. 

 
Lock plate and retainer (C clip style) use your 
lock plate compressor to remove.  
Remove the Hazard switch from the side. 

 
Insert a 5/16ths set screw and tighten down or 
you will not be able to compress the shaft to 
remove the c-clip retainer (the shaft will 
extend farther they your compressor will 
retract.) 

 
With the column depressed you can remove 
the c-clip. 

 
With the compressor and retainer removed you 
can now remove the lock plate (note the 3 slots 
these are part of the turn signal canceling cam and 
need to be put back in the proper alignment. 
 



 
Lock plate removed to give access to the 
canceling cam. 

 
From here it is just like all the standard 
columns in respect to teardown. 

 
Remove the cruise control & turn signal 
connector (Phillips head #2) 

 
Remove the 3 screws on the turn signal harness 
(you may have to get into the kick-panel and 
disconnect the wire harness at the bottom to get 
enough slack to get the turn signal cam out of 
your way) 

 
Here you can see the buzzer switch and the 
retaining screw – remove both to remove the 
ignition for servicing.  If no code on Ignition, 
replace unless you really want to earn your money 
the hard way.   Reassemble in reverse: 

 
Ignition with key fitted (key code was present) 
 
 



 
Install ignition and lock in place with retaining screw. 

 
Install key buzzer switch (check ignition operation). 

 
Install the turn signal harness and the turn signal 
connector (check to make sure all are working). 

 Install the hazard switch. 

 
Install the turn signal canceling cam and locking plate. 

 
Use your compressor and install C clip onto shaft. 
Then remove compressor from the column. 

 
Install Rubber Spacers & then remove set screw. 

 Note we did not have a 
replacement for the plastic collar as such we were 
not able to repair correctly.  The local Auto Parts 
Stores were not open late Saturday or on Sunday 
will have to return to replace. 

 
Install steering wheel make sure you align the spline. 

 
Reinstall the telescope lever and locking bolt with 
securing screws to the shaft. 

Steering wheel turned to 
the up right position making sure the ignition releases 
the column both ways.   

 
Install the Horn switch (note the foot on the switch) 
check operation (remember no horn pad). 

(☺☺ Make Money ☺☺ Be Happy☺☺) 


